U.S. 2018 MID-TERM
ELECTION DELEGATION
STUDY TRIP

Donald Trump’s presidency has set off a
fundamental reexamination of politics in the
United States:
• 	What’s the right message for 2018?

What can your party learn
from studying the Trump
midterms up close?

• Which campaign tools matter in the Trump era?
• How
	
do we deal with nationalist populism, fake
news, and foreign election interference?
• And
	
perhaps most importantly: Will Democrats
take back Congress in 2018?
2018 is a crucial mid-term election year, with
the Senate, House, and many Governors up
for election. The results will determine whether
Donald Trump and his Congressional allies maintain
total control over the American government, or if
Democrats can take back Congress and block the
Trump agenda.

My firm has done several study trips before,
but after we started working with this team,
the positive feedback from trip participants
went through the ceiling. We made two
excellent trips to South Carolina and Virginia
to study the 2016 election together.
- Nicolai, Denmark

During the trip, your group will:
• Learn
	
the latest American political strategies
and tactics on the ground, in the most important
political states in the country during a live election;
• Bond with one another;
• 	Build relationships with American political
professionals and consultants;
• 	See a part of the United States that participants
normally might not visit.

Arkedis Strategies and Karakoyun Strategies have
partnered to create high-quality political study trips to
the United States during the 2018 mid-term elections.
We’d like to bring you to the United States to experience
our campaigns at work, and help you determine which
strategies your party might apply to improve its results in
your next election.
We will plan an itinerary and accompany your group to
meetings in Washington, DC, followed by a trip to a
state that voted for Trump in 2016, like Florida, Ohio,
or Pennsylvania.

Absolutely unique. We did a US study trip with
Austrian Social Democrats in 2016. Kristina and
Jim did a fantastic program with 28 high quality
meetings in 6 days between Virginia and New
York, with many, many benefits for all of us. You
can´t match that with other trips.
- Sepp, Austria

Contact
Jim Arkedis
jim@arkedis-strategies.com | +1.202.253.7659
Kristina Wilfore
kristina@karakoyunstrategies.com | +1.202.657.4085

We will tailor seminars and hands-on campaign experiences to your group’s
needs, including:
• Attending political rallies;
• Meetings
	
with party officials, political strategists, advocacy group leaders, think
tanks, and journalists;
• Instructional
	
sessions with campaign officials in a battleground state, including
door knocking and data collection;
• Small group discussions with local elected officials;
Together, Arkedis Strategies and Karakoyun Strategies have:
• Experience
	
organizing and working on twelve similar trips with countries in the
2012, 2014, and 2016 elections;
• Deep
	
ties to the Democratic Party, its officials, its allied grassroots advocacy
groups, advertising firms, and campaign strategists;
– Though
	
we are Democrats, we have contacts in the conservative movement as
well, and can present a bipartisan program.
• Excellent
	
knowledge of the current political landscape in the U.S., with particular
emphasis on states with the most contested races that set the tone of the
election.
Example itinerary:
• Two
	
working days in DC, meeting with Members of Congress, advocacy groups,
political strategy & polling firms, outside political experts and commentators, plus
visits to Capitol Hill and/or the White House.
• Three
	
to four days in a key battleground state, where participants will attend
candidate rallies, meet with campaign staff on key races, volunteer for a
campaign, meet with local political experts and commentators, meet with local
elected officials, and meet with civil society organizations (issue-based) that are
active in the election.

This team has been our right hand when it comes to planning and executing our US election trips.
They are easy and fun to work with and have an invaluable network which makes it possible for us
to guarantee high quality experiences to our customers - year after year. Their expertise in
American politics and political campaigning is a very important resource to us.
- Maria-Elsa, Sweden

YOUR ORGANIZERS
Jim Arkedis, CEO of Arkedis Strategies LLC, has 15 years’ experience bridging the gap between politics and
international relations. Starting his firm in 2012, Arkedis has worked for political clients in Scandinavia, Eastern
Europe and North Africa and focused on party organization, communications, and voter motivation. Separately
in the United States, Arkedis is the president of 4DPAC, a political organization that supports progressive
candidates with smart, strong approaches to U.S. foreign policy. In that role, he produces message and policy
guidance for candidates for office.
After several years as an analyst for the U.S. military, Arkedis directed the center-left Progressive Policy
Institute’s Foreign Policy Project from 2007-2012. He has worked on a variety of political campaigns in the U.S.,
including the Obama 2008 and 2012 efforts as well as the Clinton 2016 race in his home state of Ohio.
He co-authored Political Mercenaries, a non-fiction account of the growth of role of money in American politics.
It was published by Palgrave MacMillan in October 2014. He has been published by The New York Times, The
Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, Politico, The Atlantic, and many others, and appears regularly to discuss
foreign policy and politics on MSNBC, CNN, and France24. He is a fellow of the Truman National Security
Project, and a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and Johns Hopkins SAIS. For more information,
see www.arkedis-strategies.com.

Kristina Wilfore, CEO of Karakoyun Strategies LLC, brings vast experience in campaigns and elections,
policy development and civic advocacy in the United States and abroad to her consulting toolkit as Principal
of Karakoyun Strategies. Based in Istanbul and Nairobi, she helps teach grassroots organizing, political party
development, and how to run and win campaigns in Eastern Europe, the Balkans and Middle East, and Africa,
in countries as diverse as Ukraine, Kenya, Georgia and Luxembourg.
She is a specialist in helping political parties embrace tools of grassroots organizing and has supported
campaign efforts in Western Europe as well, throughout Sweden, Spain, Finland and the Netherlands. She is a
board member of the International Association of Political Consultants (www.iapc.org) the Vice President of the
European Association of Political Consultants. She was chair of the annual conference for EAPC in Brussels
in 2017 (www.eapcevents.com) and Istanbul in 2015, coordinating overall 40 panels and 65 speakers from 30
countries.
In the U.S. Kristina was Executive Director of the Ballot Initiative Strategy Center, turning a little-known research
shop into a powerhouse nerve center for referenda campaigns, which was awarded the most valuable think tank
in Washington, DC of 2009 by The Nation magazine. Kristina consulted with an average of 40 campaigns a year
over an eight-year span with budgets from $200,000 to $25 million. Over her career, she has worked in 35 of 50
states to encourage cooperation among civic and party organizers and elected officials at all levels of public
office. During this period, she worked extensively with state chapters of the Democratic Party. She has been
featured as a guest on CNN, MSNBC, Fox News and has been a regular source for publications on grassroots
organizing in publications such as The Wall Street Journal, USA Today, New York Times, Los Angeles Times,
and The Washington Post. She is listed in the Women’s Media Center’s online brain trust (www.SheSource.org)
as an expert in women´s political participation and is a foreign policy fellow with the Truman National Security
Project (www.trumanproject.org). In 2016 she launched a consulting firm to focus on fundraising for cause-based
organizations, www.GlobalRises.com as an offshoot of www.KarakoyunStrategies.com.

