
GLOBAL STANDARDS 
FOR POLITICAL 
PARTIES 





#1. Parties stand for principles 
– not just for individual leaders
■ Parties have a broad message about how to improve 

the lives of voters based on their principles.
■ Parties create policy proposals through the platform 

process at both state and federal levels.  Those are 
proposals that candidates can and should use as the 
basis of their campaigns.  

■ The process also helps bring people into the party by 
giving them an avenue to get the party and its 
candidates to support their ideas.



■ Parties maintain election data that 
allows them to decide which races to 
compete in and maximize their 
allocation of resources at the precinct 
level.   

■ Parties engage in quantitative and 
qualitative polling to test policy 
proposals and measure the strength of 
their candidates. 

■ Parties engage in quantitative and 
qualitative polling to test policy 
proposals and measure the strength of 
their candidates. 

#2. Parties make strategic 
decisions about goals and allocation of 
resources



#3. Parties recruit, train and support 
candidates in the election process

■ Parties have a committee at each level of elections 
to identify and recruit candidates for office.
■ Parties provide training for candidates and their 

activists on how to run effective campaigns. 
■ Parties provide mentors/consultants through the 

committees directly to candidates and their staff. 



#4. Parties maintain the technology 
necessary for successful campaigns



What does this mean? 

■ Parties maintain the list of voters and make that 
list available to candidates with software that 
makes it useful.  

■ The application of data base technology to the 
list of voters is most important advancement of 
politics across the globe. 





■ Parties maintain a piece of software that facilitates 
fundraising and compliance with transparency 
reporting.  That software is available to all 
candidates in the party.
■ Parties maintain a list of donors that available to 

candidates – it is a sophisticated list includes how 
people donated so that candidates know the best 
way to reach them.

#5. Parties raise and spend money for 
themselves for candidates and maintain 
the list of donors



#6. Parties spend money on both 
image and candidate advertising

■ Parties spend money on targeting advertising and 
earned media to improve the image of party and 
further its policy proposals

■ Parties independently spend money to directly 
support the election of selected candidates.



#7. Parties take the lead in a coordinated 
election protection effort during the voting 
period

■ In every competitive race the party takes the lead in 
cooperation with candidates to protect the right of 
voters.  Efforts include poll watching, legal staff, 
providing election judges, counting room observers, 
and any other effort necessary to ensure the fairness 
of the election.   Such an effort will start with the 
opening of early voting continue through Election Day 
and the vote counting and certification process.



They also innovate….
■ The parties that stay competitive, try one new thing 

each cycle (an approach, a technology, or pilot a 
strategy)



And, Parties have parties! 

■ Successful parties understand that 
people join political parties and 
work for candidates for social 
reasons as well ideological reasons.  

■ Party events that allow for 
socialization help build party 
membership. 




